AFL’s LAZERMaster™ Laser Splicer and Glass Processor Finalist for Prism Award
Winners to be announced during Photonics West 2013

Spartanburg SC – December 4, 2012 – AFL’s LZM-100 LAZERMaster™ glass processing and splicing
system has been selected as one of three finalists for the SPIE and Photonics Media Prism Award, an
international competition that recognizes companies that develop products to solve problems and
improve life through photonics. AFL’s application was entered under the category of manufacturing.
Developed and manufactured by AFL in conjunction with Fujikura Japan, AFL’s LZM-100 LAZERMaster™
is the first commercially available glass processing and splicing system that uses a CO2 laser heat source
to perform splicing, adiabatic tapering and other glass-shaping operations. The LZM possesses large
diameter capabilities up to 2.3 mm and long tapering capabilities up to 150 mm.
The LZM-100 patent-pending Laser Power Stability feature allows for cleaner splicing. Typical CO2 lasers
have an output power fluctuation of +/- 5 percent which produces inconsistent splicing results and may
cause irregularity and ripple in a taper profile. The LZM-100 utilizes closed-loop power stabilization
techniques, resulting in an order of magnitude improvement in power stability and enabling highly
repeatable processes and smooth taper profiles.
Another unique feature is the Warm Tapering Imaging (WTI) monitoring for precise control of heating
power. The WTI brightness level is captured in real time during the tapering process. The WTI value is
used to adjust the CO2 laser output power in real time to a level appropriate for the decreasing mass of
a fiber as it is tapered to a smaller diameter.
AFL is the first to market a commercially available laser splicer, the LAZERMaster, with unique features
such as the CO2 laser heat source and advanced feedback control and stabilization techniques. The
LAZERMaster is a unique customized solution that helps decrease costs by improving performance and
productivity. To learn more about AFL, its products and services, visit www.AFLglobal.com.

About AFL
AFL provides industry-leading products and services to the electric utility, broadband, communications, OEM,
enterprise, wireless and transit rail markets as well as the emerging markets of oil and gas, mining, nuclear,
avionics, medical, renewable and intelligent grid. The company’s diverse product portfolio includes fiber optic
cable, transmission and substation accessories, outside plant equipment, connectors, fusion splicers, test
equipment and training. AFL’s service portfolio includes market-leading positions with the foremost
communications companies supporting inside plant central office, EF&I, outside plant, enterprise and wireless
areas.
Founded in 1984, AFL is proud to offer engineering expertise, exceptional products and reliable service that help
our customers improve their critical and electrical infrastructure. AFL has operations in the U.S., Mexico, Europe

and Asia. The company is headquartered in Spartanburg, SC, and is a wholly-owned subsidiary of Fujikura Ltd. of
Japan. For more information, visit www.AFLglobal.com.
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